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U.S. amateur radio operators once again 
await a ham-in-space operation. Lift off of 
Spacelab-2 51-F is still scheduled for Friday, 
July 12th, at 4:30 p.m. EDT (2030 GMT) from 
KSC, Florida's Kennedy Space Center. The 
space flight of Tony England, WGORE, and 
John-David Bartoe, W4NTZ, is 144 orbits long 
..more than half of them (77 orbits) go over 
some portion of the United States during the 
nine day mission. There is an average of eight 
passes daily over the United States. 


The space craft crew of seven is devid- 
ed up into two "12 hours on and 12 off duty" 
teams. Spacecraft commander Gordon F uller- 
ton is not assigned to a specific team. Both 
Tony and John-David are members of the "red 
team." The mission of Spacelab-2 51-F will be 
to participate in fourteen different experi- 
ments involving life sciences, astronomy and 
plasma, high energy and atmospheric physics. 


The atmospheric experiment that Tony 
will participate in involves determining the 
effects of orbitter exhaust gases on the "ion- 
ospheric F-layer" at about 200 miles in alti- 
tude. Previous missions have observed a re- 
duction in density caused by a chemical re- 
action with the spacecraft's exhaust vapors. 
Selected ground stations will observe this 
phenomena during special orbitter test firings. 


Tony has said that he will try to have 
the slow scan amateur television gear opera- 
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Ham-in-Space Mission on Schedule! 


tional left on (unattended) for automatic ope- 
ration. This equipment not only transmits slow 
scan TV images, but also a CW identification 
~ "WGORE/CHALLENGER" - every 22 min- 
utes or so. In addition, Tony will be using 
Garriott'S STS-9 FM transceiver sparingly for 
voice contacts. 


Primary downlink frequency is 145.55 
MHz with 145.51 and 145.59 MHz serving as 
backup. Earth-to-Space channels: 144.91, 
144.95, 144.97, 145.03, 145.09, 145.51, 145.57, 
145.63 and 145.69 MHz. Do NOT transmit on 
145.55 MHz as Tony cannot listen there! 


Tony is not sure exactly when he will 
be available to operate the amateur equip- 
ment himself. He said that he will alert the 
amateur community one orbit ahead of time 
via shuttle communications being rebroadcast 
by WA3NAN, the NASA/Goddard Amateur 
Radio Club located near Washington, D.C., on 
20 meters (14.295 MHz) continuously. This 
station will also rebroadcast shuttle audio on 
3.860 MHz (night) and 7.185 MHz (days.) 


We have prepared two maps of the U.S. 
showing every pass over U.S. land masses. Y ou 
should at least be able to hear the shuttle 
Morse code identification when the SSTV gear 
is on. These maps indicate the exact ground 
track of the various orbits. We have indicated 
on Page 4 how you can determine when hie 
will be within range of your location. 
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THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! 
The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 
license preparation materials as a convenience to 
applicants and VEs. All manuals contain all ques- 
tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 
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Is ACTOR, MARLON BRANDO, A HAM? 


We never thought so, but according to 
TV program, "Entertainment Tonight" he might 
be! French movie director, Roger Vadim, 
apparently just returned from the South 
Pacific where he met Brando on his remote 
island. 


"Entertainment Tonight" said Vadim 
tried to persuade Brando to accept a part in 
his new movie, but Brando rejected the offer 
saying he had lost interest and didn't think he 
would ever act again. Vadim was quoted as 
saying "Brando spends all of his time now 
playing with his ham radio!" 


It sent us scurrying to our new 1985 
Foreign Callbook to check the FO8's. No luck, 
but then Brando's real name may be different. 
Anyone have anything on this? 

cap came 


MEDICAL PROFESSION AND RF RADIATION 


It's getting to be quite fashionable for 
the medical profession to discuss the possible 
hazards of RF radiation. In a recent issue of 
JAMA (Journal of the American Medical 
Association) a researcher from the National 
Center for Devices and Radiological Health 
(Rockville, Maryland) fielded a query from an 
Illinois MD on the possible dangers of the new 


900-MHz cellular mobile telephone systems on 


the human body... particularly the eyes. 


They said a Dr. A. W. Guy of the Uni- 
versity of Washington (Seattle) recently com- 
pleted a study in which the exposure of men, 
women and children to mobile telephone emis- 
sion was measured and evaluated. The results 
are contained in a report to the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories with a finding that none 
of these systems under normal conditions 
would cause exposures that exceed the pres- 
ent ANSI standard. "This standard is designed 
to limit the average whole-body RF energy 
absorption rate to .4W/kg. Eye cataracts have 
been produced in laboratory animals only at 
levels hundreds of times higher." 


Mobile telephone systems usually oper- 
ate at only 3 watts output. Dr. Guy said "re- 
search is continuing but results to date do not 
suggest that these systems are hazardous." 


Dallas, Texas 75207 


@The June 12th edition of "Hospital Tri- 
bune" (Vol. 17, No. 6 edited in New York 
City) said, however, in a front page News 
Brief that "Ham operators appear almost 
twice as likely to get leukemia as the rest of 


us." capcene 


®So far, Cuba has not retaliated against 
the Voice of America's Radio Marti except to 
refuse to take back Cuban prisoners. Marti 
broadcasts Cuban news from Key West. Cuba 
says "additional communications measures" 
will be taken. Meanwhile, Florida AM stations 
and the VOA await Cuba's first broadcast 
repercussions. 


e Computer magazine but no computer! 
CW Gomi iJatloasi Dare reeren as the same 
outfit that now publishes "73 Magazine", will 
launch a new one to be called "AmigaWorld." 
What is amazing is that the Amiga Computer 
has yet to hit the market! Reportedly, Amiga 
is Commodore's new low price answer to. 
Apple's MacIntosh and supposedly more pow- 
erful than the IBM-PC with improved sound 
and graphics. 


@There's an outfit in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
called Transcrypt International that is the 
first to offer a commercial "full security" 
transceiver. They take regular land mobile 
radios and modify them for "1000 channel fre- 
quency hopping transceivers". Cost is $3200 
and they operate at 150 - 160 MHz. Not only 
can the radio not be understood, it can't be 
heard (or DF'ed) since it transmits spread 
spectrum emission below the noise level. A 
company spokesman told me that they don't 
sell it in the United States except to the gov- 
erment and the military. Most customers, like 
NATO, are overseas. Transcrypt made their 
first frequency-hopper in 1979. The SC-500 
scatters 500 channels over 5 MdHz... the 
SC-1000, 1000 channels over 10-MHz with no 
adverse effect on communications already in 


progress. Is 2-meter spread spectrum far off? 


‘oapeame 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS PETITION FILED... 


Robert G. Wheaton, W5XW, of San 
Antonio, Texas, has filed a Petition for Rule 
Making which seeks to add amateur 40-meter 
telephony privileges in the 7075-7100 fre- 
quency subband "to stations transmitting from 
any location within the claimed boundries of 


RULING ON HAM RADIO & BROADCASTING 


We finally got the Report and Order 
concerning rebroadcasting Amateur Radio 
transmissions - Broadcast Docket 79-47. It 
was very extensive and ran to some 18 single- 
spaced typewritten pages! We will try to 
summarize it. 


Essentially the FCC Order... 


(1.) Eliminated the prohibition on rebroad- 
casts of Personal Radio Service communica- 
tions;... 

(2.) eliminated the 
rebroadcast approval... 
(3.) exempted rebroadcasts of CB and ama- 
teur radio communications of the requirements 
for prior authorization from the originating 
station; and... 

(4.) revised portions of the amateur radio 
rules to clarify its intention to maintain the 
Amateur Radio Service for purposes separate 
from broadcasting. 


requirement for FCC 


The proceeding had its beginning back 
in 1979 when the National Association of 
Broadcasters petitioned the FCC to allow 
commercial broadcasters to retransmit CB 
emergency transmissions and to permit ama- 
teur stations to transmit emergency and pub- 
lic safety information for both broadcast and 
non-broadcast purposes. 


Many questions arose during the Octo- 
ber 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada concerning 
use of amateur radio facilities in conjunction 
with broadcast news gathering activities. In 
July 1984, the FCC adopted a NPRM which 
undertook a comprehensive review and revi- 
sion of its broadcast regulations of non-broad- 
cast radio stations. Set forth were specific 
proposals for eliminating restrictions and pro- 
cedures with respect to rebroadcast activity 
and for rewriting portions of the amateur 
rules to clarify the Commission's policy on 
use of amateur facilities for broadcast pur- 
poses. 


CURRENT RULE PROVISIONS.... 


«provide for broadcast stations to re- 


transmissions 
Common 


broadcast most non-broadcast 
when prior permission is obtained. 
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carrier (message type) transmissions can not 
be rebroadcast without permission of the orig- 
inator, station licensee and the FCC. Govern- 
ment transmissions can be rebroadcast with 
governmental agency approval. A note also 
must be sent to the FCC attesting that this 
approval has been obtained. News gathering is 
permitted on CB and GMRS frequencies, but 
not on amateur spectrum. Amateur operators 
can give consent to rebroadcast of their com- 
munications provided that the transmissions do 
not contain reference to the broadcast. 


THE NEW BROADCAST & AMATEUR RULES 


§Part 73.1207(c) = prior permission is required 
for broadcast of non-broadcast transmissions 
except for those of the Citizen Band and 
Amateur Radio Services. Messages originated 
by stations in the amateur and CB bands may 
be broadcast at the discretion of broadcast 
station licensees. "We find no justification for 
maintaining privacy protections for CB and 
amateur transmissions as a matter of policy," 
the FCC ruled. 


Previous §Part 97.113 rules that specif- 
ically allows amateur radio operators to grant 
rebroadcast consent are deleted. Most ama- 
teurs and the ARRL opposed lifting of the 
"rebroadcast consent provision" preferring in- 
stead to retain some sort of control over 
commercial use of their communications. 


§Part 97.110 "The transmission of business 
communications by an amateur radio station is 
prohibited except for emergency communica- 
tions." 


§Part 97.3(w) now defines emergency commun- 


ications as "A non-directed request for help 


or a distress signal directly relating to the 
immediate safety of human life or the immedi- 
ate protection of property." The addition of 
the word "non-directed" is new. 


§Part 97.113(b) will be added to the rules. 
"An amateur station may not be used for any 
activity related to program production or 
news gathering for broadcast purposes." 


§Part 97.85(d) "A station in repeater opera- 
tion shall be operated in a manner insuring 
that it is not used for broadcasting." 
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1.00. Details and 
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of your Extra class license, the signed statement, and a SASE 
ALASKA 


to: WSYI-VEC, PO Box #10101, Dallas, Texas 75207. An FCC 


certificate (optional) is also available for 
accreditation materials will be sent to you by return mail. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 


under "The W5YI Report" program? If so, please send a copy 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS... 


issued as of the first of June. 


(NOTES: Only one 2-by-1 Extra Class call sign 
left in Hawaii! Group "B" calls get issued next 
there. Alaskan Extras are already being issued 
Group "B" calls.) 


The Good News... There were 12,090 Ama- 
teur applications (FCC Form 610's) processed 
by the FCC in Gettysburg during May 1985... 
about the same as May 1984's 12,102. 


The Bad News... The length of time it 
takes to process an Amateur application is 
lengthing! It now takes 21 working days - 
about a month - to routinely process an appli- 
cation for a new station license. It was only 
taking 11 to 16 days (two to three calendar 
weeks) this same time last year! 


GLEANINGS FROM THE FCC STATISTICS 


More Novices are joining the ranks! The 
FCC's Private Radio Bureau reports that 2,174 
"first timers" became amateur radio operators 
during May 1985. (1985 of them were Novices, 
111 Techs, 63 General, and 11 Advanced. F our 
unlicensed individuals left testing sessions with 
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Radio (Group= wan mbt ncn "Dp" ) 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 
Gg NK@dQ KDG@XL NOGFI KAGUYL 
is KZ1W KBI1TD NIDOE KAINDA 
2 NK2E KD2NG N2FOP KA2YNC 
3 KW3B KC3SJ N3EKQ KA30FU 
4 AA4IX KJI4EQ N4MDM KB400M 
5 NW5G KFSAZ NSIBJ KASWIK 
6 WI6H KG6UF N6MBW KB6JCW 
i) NO7A KE7GT N7HFU KA7VPV 
8 NM8S KD8YQ N8GOJ KA8WUC 
9 -NE9X KD9IPW NSFFO KA9TUR © 
N.Mariana I. AH@D AHGAC KHGAI WHGAAG 
‘(Guam AH2V. AH2BD KH2BV WH2AGD 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii (*) WH6Y AH6GD NH6DX WH6BEM 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
Amer.Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAP 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9IAC KHIAB WHIAAE 
Alaska (*) AL7GY NL7GJ WL7BHK 
Virgin Is. KP2L KP2AT NP2BH WP2AEJ 
Puerto Rico WP4L KP4IP NP4OD WP4EFQ 
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Extra Class tickets during May!) 


Both the number of new amateurs (2174) 
and amateur upgrades (2794) were the most of 
any month this fiscal year. The amateur popu- 
lation did not grow much, however, since 1364 
amateur "records" (station calls) were purged 
from the FCC files for failure to renew licen- 
ses. (The FCC fiscal year began October l, 
1984) 


@Interesting Statistic! Of the 12,929 ama- 
teurs that changed license class this fiscal 
year, only 42.2% elected to change their call 
signs! Most hams kept what they had. 


@Another Interesting Fact! The FCC's 
Gettysburg license issuing computer was pro- 
grammed to issue "Communicator" licenses 
some time ago before the no-code license was 
killed. Group "E" call signs were to be issued. 
Provisions were also made to track the number 
of "Communicators" that upgraded to Novice 
and higher. (This information taken from the 
FCC's computer printed statistical report.) 


@Not sure what an "Automatic Renewal" is, 
but the FCC computer was also programmed 
keep track of these. Believe the Automatic 
Renewal was for Extra class amateurs. The 
FCC felt at one time that once an amateur 
reached the "top-of-the-line" that they were 
not likely to let their ticket lapse. They never 
followed through. 


@State with most Amateurs? California 
(56,761) has twice as many as the next state, 
New York (25,771) Least? Delaware (976) 


@Effective June 17th, the FCC's Seattle 
(Washington) District Field Office has reloca- 
ted to the same address at the FCC Regional 
Office. (FCC, One Newport - Suite #414; 3605 
- 132nd Avenue SE; Bellevue, WA 98006 Tele- 
phone: 206-764-3324) 
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THE HIGH PRICE OF QSLing! 


Ever wonder what it used to cost to 
send QSL cards direct? Here is a chart of 
every increase since the postal system was 
established. Note that it took 45 years for the 
first one cent increase and then another 41 
years for the next penny raise. The first 200 


years were reasonably inexpensive. The next 
30 years... from the 1960's on... saw postal 
service increases ocurring with regularity. 
Can electronic, satellite and voice mail be far 
off? We think not. But apparently the U.S. 
Postal Service won't be the one to do it. 
They tried it and failed miserably. 


Effective Post First 
Date Cards Class (0z.) 
Julyeh,-Ley2 l¢ 2¢ 
NOVeno, LOE? 2¢ 3¢ 
Aug. 1, 1958 3¢ 4¢ 
Jan. 7, 1963 4¢ 5¢ 
Jane 7) 1968 5¢ ; 6¢ 
May 16, 1971 6¢ 8¢ 
March 2, 1974 8¢ 10¢ 
Dec. 31, 1975 9¢ 13¢ 
May 29, 1978 10¢ 15¢ 
March 22, 1981 12¢ 18¢ 

1 Nov. 1, 1981 13¢ 20¢ 
Feb. 17,;:1985 14¢ 22¢ 


oapeoape 


MODE. _"L"" AMSAT OPERATION AUTHORIZED 


The Commission has authorized tempo- 
| rary Amateur satellite operation by FCC-li- 


1269.05 to 1269.85 MHz frequency band pend- 
ing final action on that band in Docket Case 
PR 85-23. This enables these operators to 
engage in Mode "L" operation in conjunction 
with the Oscar 10 Amateur satellite. 


Mode "L" operation uses a 1269.05 - 
1269.85 MHz uplink (earth-to-space) and a 
436.95 - 436.15 MHz downlink (space-to-earth) 
passband. Mode "L" is activated on Oscar 10 
on certain days of the week by the AMSAT- 
DL operator in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. This action, in response to a Motion for 
Interim Operating Authority (MIOA) filed by 
the ARRL, is effective June 12, 1985. 


oD Ey 


FCC REFUSES TO AMEND CW_TEST SPEEDS 


The FCC issued an Order on June 12th 
ruling on the Harry W. Lewis, W/JWJ, peti- 
tion which sought to modify the telegraphy 
speed requirements for Technician and Ad- 
vanced operators in the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice. Lewis is the husband of Mary E. Lewis, 
W7QGP, the ARRL's Northwestern Director. 
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Requested was an increase in the Tech- 
nician operator Morse code requirement from 
five to seven words per minute and from from 
thirteen to fifteen w.p.m. for the Advanced 
Class. 


The current CW speed requirement for 
the Novice and Technician class is 5-wpm 
(Element 1A) and 13-wpm (Element 1B) for 
General and Advanced operator ham licenses. 


Although controversial (since the en- 
abling legislation does not require it) the FCC 
has taken the position that a volunteer exami- 
ner administering a telegraphy element must 
have passed the next highest telegraphy ele- 
ment, if one exists. 


By a proposal to make Technician and 
Advanced operator telegraphy speed require- 
ments more rigorous, Lewis sought to permit 
volunteer examiners who are Technician class 
operators to administer Element 1A to appli- 
cants for Novice operator licenses, and to 
permit VE's who are Advanced class operators 
to administer Element 1B to applicants for 
the General class. In this fashion he hoped to 
release a potential pool of over 96,000 Ad- 
vanced class operators to administer examina- 
tions for the General operator license. 


Comments on the proposal were varied. 
As a rule, amateurs supported increased use 
of Advanced class examiners but were devided 
on how this should be accomplished. Some 
argued against additional telegraphy classifi- 
cations. 


One commenter, 


Gene _ R. __ Signor, 


WAG6HAD, of Los Gatos, California, filed com- 


bination comments and a petition that essen- 
tially have created a no-code license. The 
FCC immediately dismissed that portion of 
Signor's submission as "repetitive" in view of 
the Commission's January 1984 denial of a 
codeless class of amateur rdio operator 
license. 


In ruling of the Lewis proposal, the 
FCC emphasized that they already have 
",...devoted extensive time and resources to 
the matter of amateur operator requirements 
and privileges, including telegraphy speeds. 
The present system was arrived at through 
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the careful consideration of many thousands 
of comments filed by interested amateurs in 
five major rule making proceedings..." includ- 
ing Docket 20282, which sought to restructure 
the Amateur Radio Service. 


Bob F oosaner, Chief of the FCC's Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau, denied and dismissed the 
ewis proposal without full Commission con- 
sideration because the proposed change _ in 
telegraphy speed "was solely to accomplish an 
objective in the volunteer examiner program 
without any consideration to the incentive 
licensing program or of the proper relation- 
ship between a particular telegraphy speed 
and a particular license class..." 


The FCC also questioned whether addi- 
tional Advanced class examiners into the new 
VE program is required... "Within 14 years of 
the creation of the program, volunteers 
appear to be administering amateur operator 
examinations to over 4,000 applicants per 
month. This is 50% above the rate they were 
administered in 1983 under the previous sys- 
tem. There is no indication at this time that 
the volunteer program suffers either from a 
lack of volunteer examiners or a lack of 
examination opportunities," the FCC noted in 
their Order on the Lewis petition, RM-4896. 


'oa@>~eape 


UNIVERSITY OFFERS HAM RADIO COURSE | 


EE 


In what may be a first for an academic 
institution, Kansas State University at Man- 
hattan, Kansas, will be offering a new course 
in the College of Engineering devoted to the 
theory and practice of amateur radio. 


It will be offered for the first time dur- 
ing the Spring semester of 1986 and will be 
scheduled in the evening to make it accessible 
to people in the commnunity as well as to 
regular students. 


It is a regular academic course carrying 
three hours of college credit and there will 
be homework and exams as in other university 
courses. The material covered will include all 
the subject matter necessary for passing FCC 
Technician/General class amateur radio 
license. 


The purpose of the course is to serve 


those who, while not desiring to become elec- 
trical engineers or technicians, are eager to 
become amateur radio operators. Because 
there are no formal mathematical or science 
prerequisites, the technical level will be more 
elementary than is usual in engineering 
classes and thus the course can not be applied 
toward an engineering degree. 


The coordinator for the course, Doris 
Grosh, KA@RGB, professor - Industrial Engi- 
neering, welcomes suggestions from the ham 
community and from technical publishers re- 
garding possible textbooks for the course. 
(Send to: Department of Industrial Engineer- 
ing, Durland Hall, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, KS 66506) 


capeoape 


FCC ALLOWS WAIVERS OF 30-DAY RULE 


The FCC's Gettysburg licensing facility 
has advised us that VEC's can now approve 
waivers of the so called "30 day rule." Prev- 
ious FCC policy held that test applicants fail- 
ing examination elements could not be exam- 
ined for the same or higher elements within 
30 days of the date the exam element was 
failed. 


This policy was in effect to relieve 
local FCC field offices of the administrative 
and financial burden of testing applicants 
more often. Since all amateur radio operator 
examinations are now handled by volunteers, 
the FCC is allowing VECs to approve waivers 
for "any good reason." 


Larry Weikert, Chief of the Gettys- 
burg's General Radio Branch, told us last 
week that a VEC can indeed approve a waiver 
of the 30 day rule for "any good reason." VE's 
are instructed to attach a letter to the appli- 
cation (FCC Form 610) from the applicant 
stating their reason why the 30 day rule 
should be waived. The VEC will forward this 
letter along with the application to the FCC's 
Gettysburg licensing facility for license issu- 
ance. 


I asked Weikert if a suitable reason 
might be that amateur radio operator tests 
were available in an area in less than the 
required 30 days... for example 25 days. He 
said that this was acceptable. 


RULING ON HAM RADIO & BROADCASTING 


We finally got the Report and Order 
concerning rebroadcasting Amateur Radio 
transmissions - Broadcast Docket 79-47. It 
was very extensive and ran to some 18 single- 
spaced typewritten pages! We will try to 
summarize it. 


Essentially the FCC Order... 


(1.) Eliminated the prohibition on rebroad- 
casts of Personal Radio Service communica- 
tiONs3... 

(2.) eliminated the 
rebroadcast approval}... 
(3.) exempted rebroadcasts of CB and ama- 
teur radio communications of the requirements 
for prior authorization from the originating 
station; and... 

(4.) revised portions of the amateur radio 
rules to clarify its intention to maintain the 
Amateur Radio Service for purposes separate 
from broadcasting. 


requirement for FCC 


The proceeding had its beginning back 
in 1979 when the National Association of 
Broadcasters petitioned the FCC to allow 
commercial broadcasters to retransmit CB 
emergency transmissions and to permit ama- 
teur stations to transmit emergency and pub- 
lic safety information for both broadcast and 
non-broadcast purposes. 


* 


Many questions arose during the Octo- 
ber 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada concerning 
use of amateur radio facilities in conjunction 
with broadcast news gathering activities. In 
July 1984, the FCC adopted a NPRM which 
undertook a comprehensive review and revi- 
sion of its broadcast regulations of non-broad- 
cast radio stations. Set forth were specific 
proposals for eliminating restrictions and pro- 
cedures with respect to rebroadcast activity 
and for rewriting portions of the amateur 
rules to clarify the Commission's policy on 
use of amateur facilities for broadcast pur- 
poses. 


CURRENT RULE PROVISIONS.... 


---provide for broadcast stations to re- 
broadcast most non-broadcast transmissions 
when prior permission is obtained. Common 
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carrier (message type) transmissions can not 
be rebroadcast without permission of the orig- 
inator, station licensee and the FCC. Govern- 
ment transmissions can be rebroadcast with 
governmental agency approval. A note also 
must be sent to the FCC attesting that this 
approval has been obtained. News gathering is 
permitted on CB and GMRS frequencies, but 
not on amateur spectrum. Amateur operators 
can give consent to rebroadcast of their com- 
munications provided that the transmissions do 
not contain reference to the broadcast. 


THE NEW BROADCAST & AMATEUR RULES 


§Part 73.1207(c) = prior permission is required 
for broadcast of non-broadcast transmissions 
except for those of the Citizen Band and 
Amateur Radio Services. Messages originated 
by stations in the amateur and CB bands may 


be broadcast at the discretion of broadcast 


station licensees. "We find no justification for 
maintaining privacy protections for CB and 
amateur transmissions as a matter of policy," 
the FCC ruled. 


Previous §Part 97.113 rules that specif- 
ically allows amateur radio operators to grant 
rebroadcast consent are deleted. Most ama- 
teurs and the ARRL opposed lifting of the 
"rebroadcast consent provision" preferring in- 
stead to retain some sort of control over 
commercial use of their communications. 


§Part 97.110 "The transmission of business 
communications by an amateur radio station is 
prohibited except for emergency communica- 
tions." 


§Part 97.3(w) now defines emergency commun- 


ications as "A non-directed request for help 


or a distress signal directly relating to the 
immediate safety of human life or the immedi- 
ate protection of property." The addition of 
the word "non-directed" is new. 


§Part 97.113(b) will be added to the rules. 
"An amateur station may not be used for any 


activity related to program production or 
news gathering for broadcast purposes." 


§Part 97.85(d) "A station in repeater opera- 
tion shall be operated in a manner insuring 


that it is not used for broadcasting." 
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IS ACTOR, MARLON BRANDO, A_ HAM? 


We never thought so, but according to 
TV program, "Entertainment Tonight" he might 
be! French movie director, Roger Vadim, 
apparently just returned from the South 
Pacific where he met Brando on his remote 
island. 


"Entertainment Tonight" said Vadim 
tried to persuade Brando to accept a part in 
his new movie, but Brando rejected the offer 
saying he had lost interest and didn't think he 
would ever act again. Vadim was quoted as 
saying "Brando spends all of his time now 
playing with his ham radio!" 


It sent us scurrying to our new 1985 
Foreign Callbook to check the FO8's. No luck, 
but then Brando's real name may be different. 
Anyone have anything on this? 

o> Gee 


MEDICAL PROFESSION AND RF RADIATION 


It's getting to be quite fashionable for 
the medical profession to discuss the possible 
hazards of RF radiation. In a recent issue of 
JAMA (Journal of the American Medical 
Association) a researcher from the National 
Center for Devices and Radiological Health 
(Rockville, Maryland) fielded a query from an 
Illinois MD on the possible dangers of the new 


900-MHz cellular mobile telephone systems on 


the human body... particularly the eyes. 


They said a Dr. A. W. Guy of the Uni- 
versity of Washington (Seattle) recently com- 
pleted a study in which the exposure of men, 
women and children to mobile telephone emis- 
sion was measured and evaluated. The results 
are contained in a report to the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories with a finding that none 
of these systems under normal conditions 
would cause exposures that exceed the pres- 
ent ANSI standard. "This standard is designed 
to limit the average whole-body RF energy 
absorption rate to .4W/kg. Eye cataracts have 
been produced in laboratory animals only at 
levels hundreds of times higher." 


Mobile telephone systems usually oper- 
ate at only 3 watts output. Dr. Guy said "re- 
search is continuing but results to date do not 
suggest that these systems are hazardous." 
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@The June 12th edition of "Hospital Tri- 
bune" (Vol. 17, No. 6 edited in New York 
City) said, however, in a front page News 
Brief that "Ham operators appear almost 
twice as likely to get leukemia as the rest of 
Wie 


@So far, Cuba has not retaliated against 
the Voice of America's Radio Marti except to 
refuse to take back Cuban prisoners. Marti 
broadcasts Cuban news from Key West. Cuba 
says “additional communications measures" 
will be taken. Meanwhile, Florida AM stations 
and the VOA await Cuba's first broadcast 
repercussions. 


e@ Computer magazine but no computer! 
CW Era nea oarelioh, the same 
outfit that now publishes "73 Magazine", will 
launch a new one to be called "AmigaWorld." 
What is amazing is that the Amiga Computer 
has yet to hit the market! Reportedly, Amiga 
is Commodore's new low price answer to 
Apple's MacIntosh and supposedly more pow- 
erful than the IBM-PC with improved sound 
and graphics. 


@There's an outfit in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
called Transcrypt International that is the 
first to offer a commercial "full security" 
transceiver. They take regular land mobile 
radios and modify them for "1000 channel fre- 
quency hopping transceivers". Cost is $3200 
and they operate at 150 - 160 MHz. Not only 
can the radio not be understood, it can't be 
heard (or DF'ed) since it transmits spread 
spectrum emission below the noise level. A 
company spokesman told me that they don't 
sell it in the United States except to the gov- 
erment and the military. Most customers, like 
NATO, are overseas. Transcrypt made their 
first frequency-hopper in 1979. The SC-500 
scatters 500 channels over 5 MuHz... the 
SC-1000, 1000 channels over 10-MHz with no 
adverse effect on communications already in 


progress. Is 2-meter spread spectrum far off? 


‘oaDoabe. 


REPUBLIC OF TEXAS PETITION FILED... 


Robert G. Wheaton, W5XW, of San 
Antonio, Texas, has filed a Petition for Rule 
Making which seeks to add amateur 40-meter 
telephony privileges in the 7075-7100 fre- 


quency subband "to stations transmitting from 
any location within the claimed boundries of 


RULING ON HAM RADIO & BROADCASTING 


We finally got the Report and Order 


concerning rebroadcasting Amateur Radio 
transmissions - Broadcast Docket 79-47. It 
was very extensive and ran to some 18 single- 
spaced typewritten pages! We will try to 
summarize it. 


Essentially the FCC Order... 


(1.) Eliminated the prohibition on rebroad- 
casts of Personal Radio Service communica- 
tions};... 

(2.) eliminated the 
rebroadcast approval}... 
(3.) exempted rebroadcasts of CB and ama- 
teur radio communications of the requirements 
for prior authorization from the originating 
station; and... 

(4.) revised portions of the amateur radio 
rules to clarify its intention to maintain the 
Amateur Radio Service for purposes separate 
from broadcasting. 


requirement for FCC 


The proceeding had its beginning back 
in 1979 when the National Association of 
Broadcasters petitioned the FCC to allow 
commercial broadcasters to retransmit CB 
emergency transmissions and to permit ama- 
teur stations to transmit emergency and pub- 
lic safety information for both broadcast and 
non-broadcast purposes. 


. 


Many questions arose during the Octo- 
ber 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada concerning 
use of amateur radio facilities in conjunction 
with broadcast news gathering activities. In 
July 1984, the FCC adopted a NPRM which 
undertook a comprehensive review and revi- 
sion of its broadcast regulations of non-broad- 
cast radio stations. Set forth were specific 
proposals for eliminating restrictions and pro- 
cedures with respect to rebroadcast activity 
and for rewriting portions of the amateur 
rules to clarify the Commission's policy on 
use of amateur facilities for broadcast pur- 
poses. 


CURRENT RULE PROVISIONS.... 


ee 


«provide for broadcast stations to re- 
broadcast most non-broadcast transmissions 


when prior permission is obtained. Common 
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carrier (message type) transmissions can not 
be rebroadcast without permission of the orig- 
inator, station licensee and the FCC. Govern- 
ment transmissions can be rebroadcast with 
governmental agency approval. A note also 
must be sent to the FCC attesting that this 
approval has been obtained. News gathering is 
permitted on CB and GMRS frequencies, but 
not on amateur spectrum. Amateur operators 
can give consent to rebroadcast of their com- 
munications provided that the transmissions do 
not contain reference to the broadcast. 


THE NEW BROADCAST & AMATEUR RULES 


§Part 73.1207(c) = prior permission is required 
for broadcast of non-broadcast transmissions 
except for those of the Citizen Band and 
Amateur Radio Services. Messages originated 
by stations in the amateur and CB bands may 
be broadcast at the discretion of broadcast 
station licensees. "We find no justification for 
maintaining privacy protections for CB and 
amateur transmissions as a matter of policy," 
the FCC ruled. 


Previous §Part 97.113 rules that specif- 
ically allows amateur radio operators to grant 
rebroadcast consent are deleted. Most ama- 
teurs and the ARRL opposed lifting of the 
"rebroadcast consent provision" preferring in- 
stead to retain some sort of control over 
commercial use of their communications. 


§Part 97.110 "The transmission of business 
communications by an amateur radio station is 
prohibited except for emergency communica- 
tions." 


§Part 97.3(w) now defines emergency commun- 


ications as "A non-directed request for help 


or a distress signal directly relating to the 
immediate safety of human life or the immedi- 
ate protection of property." The addition of 
the word "non-directed" is new. 


§Part 97.113(b) will be added to the rules. 
"An amateur station may not be used for any 
activity related to program production or 
news gathering for broadcast purposes." 


§Part 97.85(d) "A station in repeater opera- 
tion shall be operated in a manner insuring 
that it is not used for broadcasting." 
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IS ACTOR, MARLON BRANDO, A_ HAM? 


We never thought so, but according to 
TV program, "Entertainment Tonight" he might 
be! French movie director, Roger Vadim, 
apparently just returned from the South 
Pacific where he met Brando on his remote 
island. 


"Entertainment Tonight" said Vadim 
tried to persuade Brando to accept a part in 
his new movie, but Brando rejected the offer 
saying he had lost interest and didn't think he 
would ever act again. Vadim was quoted as 
saying "Brando spends all of his time now 
playing with his ham radio!" 


It sent us scurrying to our new 1985 
Foreign Callbook to check the FO8's. No luck, 
but then Brando's real name may be different. 
Anyone have anything on this? 
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MEDICAL PROFESSION AND RF RADIATION 


It's getting to be quite fashionable for 
the medical profession to discuss the possible 
hazards of RF radiation. In a recent issue of 
JAMA (Journal of the American Medical 
Association) a researcher from the National 
Center for Devices and Radiological Health 
(Rockville, Maryland) fielded a query from an 
Illinois MD on the possible dangers of the new 
900-MHz cellular mobile telephone systems on 


the human body... particularly the eyes. 


They said a Dr. A. W. Guy of the Uni- 
versity of Washington (Seattle) recently com- 
pleted a study in which the exposure of men, 
women and children to mobile telephone emis- 
sion was measured and evaluated. The results 
are contained in a report to the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories with a finding that none 
of these systems under normal conditions 
would cause exposures that exceed the pres- 
ent ANSI standard. "This standard is designed 
to limit the average whole-body RF energy 
absorption rate to .4W/kg. Eye cataracts have 
been produced in laboratory animals only at 
levels hundreds of times higher." 


Mobile telephone systems usually oper- 
ate at only 3 watts output. Dr. Guy said "re- 
search is continuing but results to date do not 
suggest that these systems are hazardous." 


Dallas, Texas 75207 


@The June 12th edition of "Hospital Tri- 
bune" (Vol. 17, No. 6 edited in New York 
City) said, however, in a front page News 
Brief that "Ham operators appear almost 
twice as likely to get leukemia as the rest of 
vig 
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@So far, Cuba has not retaliated against 
the Voice of America's Radio Marti except to 
refuse to take back Cuban prisoners. Marti 
broadcasts Cuban news from Key West. Cuba 
says "additional communications measures" 
will be taken. Meanwhile, Florida AM stations 
and the VOA await Cuba's first broadcast 
repercussions. 


e@ Computer magazine but no computer! 
CW Sorin aT ae Dee eae the same 
outfit that now publishes "73 Magazine", will 
launch a new one to be called "AmigaWorld." 
What is amazing is that the Amiga Computer 
has yet to hit the market! Reportedly, Amiga 
is Commodore's new low price answer to 
Apple's MacIntosh and supposedly more pow- 
erful than the IBM-PC with improved sound 
and graphics. 


@®There's an outfit in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
called Transcrypt International that is the 
first to offer a commercial "full security" 
transceiver. They take regular land mobile 
radios and modify them for "1000 channel fre- 
quency hopping transceivers". Cost is $3200 
and they operate at 150 - 160 MHz. Not only 
can the radio not be understood, it can't be 
heard (or DF'ed) since it transmits spread 
spectrum emission below the noise level. A 
company spokesman told me that they don't 
sell it in the United States except to the gov- 
erment and the military. Most customers, like 
NATO, are overseas. Transcrypt made their 
first frequency-hopper in 1979. The SC-500 
scatters 500 channels over 5 MHz... the 
SC-1000, 1000 channels over 10-MHz with no 
adverse effect on communications already in 


progress. Is 2-meter spread spectrum far off? 
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REPUBLIC _OF TEXAS PETITION FILED.... 


Robert G. Wheaton, W5XW, of San 
Antonio, Texas, has filed a Petition for Rule 
Making which seeks to add amateur 40-meter 
telephony privileges in the 7075-7100 fre- 
quency subband "to stations transmitting from 
any location within the claimed boundries of 
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the Republic of Texas at the time of annexa- 
tion by the United States on December 29, 
1845, excepting that portion previously of El 
Paso, Texas, known as El Chamizal, returned 
to the Republic of Mexico by the Chamizal 
Treaty in 1963." 


He said that his proposal is "historically 
justified" in that even the Supreme Court has 
recognized Texas former status as an indepen- 
dent republic. "Texas is the only state so 
treated," Wheaton argues. 


Wheaton said that the FCC has adopted 
a NPRM that proposes to add 7075-7100 kHz 
amateur voice privileges to the Caribbean In- 
sular area the same as it has previously to 
Hawaii and Alaska. He strongly feels that the 
situation in the Republic of Texas (i.e. close 
proximity of foreign telephony privileges and 
severe shortwave broadcast interference in an 
isolated area) are very similiar to that of the 
other insular locations. 


The Republic of Texas and the Republic 
of Mexico share a common border. Wheaton 
claims that by denying the Spanish-speaking 
people of this region the opportunity to use 
voice communications and speak with other 
Spanish-speaking people on the telephony fre- 
quencies authorized outside the continental 
United States that the Commission is engaging 
in a de facto violation of the First Amend- 
ment by restricting their right of free speech. 
i He also stressed the advantages of enhanced 
emergency communications with Mexico (par- 
ticularly during the hurricane season) and 
improved international goodwill. 


He says the above 7100 kHz segment is 
"virtually" ignored by Spanish-speaking ama- 
teurs because of interference from the more 
than 250 shortwave broadcast stations operat- 
ing between 7150 and 7300 kHz with power 
outputs of up to 500 KW. 


Wheaton predicted a number of class 
action suits will be brought against the FCC 
if the Commission allows Hawaiian, Alaskan 
and Caribbean amateurs relief from 40-meter 
broadcast interference and fails equal relief 
to General, Advanced and Extra Class ama- 
teurs operating within the Republic of Texas 
borders. The petition was filed on June 14th. 
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FURTHER VE DEREGULATION PROPOSED 


The Commission has proposed that Vol- 
unteer-Examiner Coordinators (VEC's) assume 
maintenance of Amateur operator examination 
question pools, a function currently performed 
by the FCC. 


The FCC now maintains question pools 
for each of the four written Amateur opera- 
tor examination elements (PR Bulletins 1035A, 
B, C and D.) Under the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking issued June 12th by the FCC 
Commissioners, VECs would maintain and up- 
date these question pools instead. 


PR Number of Mee. Last 
Bulletin Questions Reviews: Revised 


1035A Novice 200 July Aug. 
1035B Tech/Gen. 500 October’ Nov. 
1035C Advanced 500 January Mar. 


1035D Extra Cl. 400 April Apr. 
1600 questions in FCC pool 


TOTAL: 


This action was proposed because "it is 
unnecessary for the FCC to continue to main- 
tain the question pools" the Commission said 
in a June 17th news release. The FCC noted 
that "VEC's are more than capable of per- 


forming this task." 


We have not seen the NPRM yet, but 
the FCC proposal also suggested that the 
date that Volunteer Examiners design the var- 
ious actual amateur radio operator examina- 
tions be moved up from the planned January 
1, 1987, implementation. At present, the FCC 
provides the amateur radio operator test 
questions and the VEC's the answers and dis- 
tractors (wrong answers). 


Assumably the new VE program would 
be further deregulated to allow VECs to pro- 
vide the questions that make up the examina- 
tion pools and VE's the "test design". The test 
design is defined as the question selection 
process from various topics within the pool. 


It is not clear at this point who would 
provide the answers and distractors. This 
could be done by either the VEC or VE. We'll 
have more to say about this once we see the 
the paperwork (NPRM) in FCC Docket 85-196 


